[A case of hepatocellular carcinoma with tumor thrombus in the right atrium successfully treated by arterial administration of lipiodol-SMANCS].
In February, 1996, a 73-year-old male with liver dysfunction was admitted to our hospital for further examination and treatment of liver tumor. The liver tumor was revealed by imaging examination, which was mainly in the S4-S8 of liver with a thrombus growing from the right anterior branch to the right branch of the portal vein, and from the right hepatic vein to the inferior vena cava and right atrium. The serum AFP and PIVKA-II levels were elevated to 3.610 ng/ml and 54 AU/ml, respectively. The patient was diagnosed as having hepatocellular carcinoma, and was treated by arterial administration of anticancer drugs (epirubicin hydrochloride, mitomycin C and carboplatin) and TAE. Though the main tumor (S4-S8 of liver) was reduced by TAE, the portal and atrial tumor thrombus did not respond. One month after TAE (20 May, 1996), the first arterial administration of Lipiodol-SMANCS was given, followed by 4 successive procedures with an interval of about 1.5 months (total dose 15 mg), resulting in remarkable tumor thrombus shrinkage and reduction of AFP levels to 80 ng/ml. This case shows that arterial administration of SMANCS may be one of the effective treatments for hepatocellular carcinoma, even with tumor thrombus of hepatic vein, IVC and right atrium.